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HISTORICAL SKETCH.

In the Early settlement of the original Township of

Cambridge, (since divided into Cambridge, White Creek

and Jackson,) several places were selected and improved

as the burial places of the deceased, and not without com- ,

mendable respect to departed worth and the preservation

of monuments sacred to their memory. After a lapse of

three-fourths of a century or more, these grounds have been

occupied to an extent requiring further provision for

present and future necessities.

In the year 1849, the death of an only daughter led

John M. Stevenson, Esq., to examine with peculiar inter

est, the ground where the remains of his parents and

other deceased friends were laid ; but much to his dis

appointment, no place, satisfactory to his own mind could

there be found, for the interment of the members of his

own family.

This disappointment resulted in the conception of the

plan of a Public Cemetery, with grounds sufficiently ample

for the future, as well as the present demand of the commu

nity, and with such a variety of grove and lawn and hill

and plain, as the improving taste of our citizens required.

For various reasons no steps were then taken to carry

out this design.

In June, 1852, Mr. Stevenson sent for J. C. Sidney,

Esq., Eural Architect and Civil Engineer, of Philadelphia,

a gentleman of good taste and high qualifications, who

visited the place and rendered valuable service in the

examination of grounds in various localities. Mr. Sid

ney decided in favor of the present site as by far the

most eligible in the vicinity of Cambridge, and sketched

a map of the same.
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At this time however, obstacles of a serious nature

were encountered, which prevented a consummation

of the plan until the fall of 1857. In the meantime,

several of our prominent citizens were consulted and

their advice sought, as to the best method of carrying out

an object so desirable. Among those to whom the pro

ject was at different times suggested, were the Rev. Dr.

Bullions, Rev. E. H. Newton, Rev. J. Gr. Smart, Judge

Howe and Peter Hill, Esq., all of whom gave it their

cordial approbation. Two of whom, the Rev. Alexander

Bullions, D. D. and the Hon. Luther J. Howe, were called

to their final account a few months before the Association

was organized ; but since then their remains have been

removed and find a fit resting place choicely selected

within its grounds.

With the view of acquiring more practical information,

the Cemeteries at Troy, Albany, Philadelphia, Baltimore,

Cincinnati, and Boston, were visited at different times

and a mass of information secured, which proved of great

value in accomplishing the enterprise. The public mind

was prepared in a quiet way, until in the providence of

God by repeated instances of mortality, a public meeting

was not only considered judicious but demanded by the

necessities of the community.

The death of Andrew Woods. Esq., one of the prom

inent young men of this valley, and the difficulty of find

ing a suitable place for his remains, served to deepen the

conviction of the necessity of a new resting place for the

dead, and on the day of his funeral, Nov. 10th, 1857,

many of our citizens who felt an interest in this matter,

met at the Comstock House and organized, by the appoint

ment of Peter Hill, Esq., Chairman, and R. K. Crocker,

Esq., Secretary.

At this meeting were presented views, plans and items

of information, variously obtained with probabilities of

success, of which, favorable considerations were entertained.

After a free interchange of sentiments the meeting pro

ceeded to form an Association, in accordance with the

Statutes of the State of New York, under the name of
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the " Cambridge Valley Kural Cemetery Association,"

for the purchase and occupancy of lands to be used exclu

sively for a Cemetery, or the burying place of the dead,

which name has since been changed by an Act of the Legis

lature of the State of New York, to that of " Woodlands

Cemetery Association." At this meeting twelve men

were chosen as a Board of Trustees, to carry out the

designs of the Association.

About this time the Rev. Messrs. Gordon, Shortt, Stew

art and Phillips, preached eloquent and effective sermons

to their respective congregations. Some of them from

the text, Gen. 23d, 4, "I am a stranger and a sojourner

with you : give me a possession of a burying place with

you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight." These

discourses served to awaken the public attention to this

subject more thoroughly than it had ever been, and as

the result, the Trustees were encouraged to go forward

without hesitation to the accomplishment of the purpose

for which the Association had been formed.

On the 16th of January, 1858, they purchased a site

containing fifteen acres and seven-eighths of an acre of

land for the sum of $2250,—situated about one mile north

of Cambridge Village, on the West side of the old "Nor

thern Turnpike," being a portion of the farm belonging

to Mr. James Coulter, Jr., and is about equally divided

between plain and elevated grounds, separated by a heavy

belt of woods. From many points fine views are obtained,

embracing the villages of Cambridge, North White Creek

and Coila, extending to the Green Mountains on the

East, and the Petersburgh Range far in the South. In

obtaining such a site the Trustees considered themselves

as peculiarly fortunate.

On the 1st day of April, 1858, Mr. Sidney commenced

the survey of the purchase by laying out roads, walks,

avenues, burial lots and in the preparation of the site for

its designed object. This has been done in his usual happy

manner of good taste and close economy, at an expense

of $660.



8

This was followed with another important movement

on the part of the Trustees, which was the dedication of

the grounds to their destined purpose, on the 2d day of

June. This met with general approval. Appropriate

arrangements were made and successfully prosecuted with

cordial applause. The occasion brought together a large

and respectable congregation of first class of citizens, from

this and the neighboring towns and villages. Many were

present, who for the first time visited the site and enjoyed

the favored opportunity of seeing for themselves and of

listening to illustrations of the object to be secured. This

resulted happily in bringing the enterprise into more general

notice and in securing public favor, as may be learnt from

a further description of the dedicatory services noticed in

a separate Chapter.

During this stage of progress a peculiar circumstance

in the mystery of a righteous Providence occurred, which

is deemed worthy of notice. While the grounds were in

preparation for the sale of burial lots, the death of four

young mothers, rendered it desirable on the part of the

bereaved husbands to bury them in the Cemetery ; to

which the Trustees assented, giving them the choice of

lots as a special favor. The first interment was on the

8th of April, (1858,) of Mrs. Mary, wife of William Mc

Millan, leaving four children ; the second was on the 14th

of April, of Mrs. Jennie M., wife of Hon. T. H. Walker ;

the third, on 23d of April, of Mrs. Helen M., wife of

Henry O. Barton, and the fourth, on the 4th of May, of

Mrs. Malina A., wife of Mial P. Barton, 2d—each of the

last three, with an only child, a lifeless babe, now sleeping

upon her bosom.

It may also be worthy of notice, that the resting place

of the late venerable Dr. Bullions, is in sight of the

Church, where for half a century with great ability he

discharged the duties of the sacred ministry and that he

now sleeps where—

" The evening sun

Shines sweetly on his grave."
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The first Monument—an obelisk of "White Marble—

was erected on the 21st of June last, by the Messrs. Henry

0. and Mial P. Barton, 2d, on lots Nos. 50 and 51, Section C.

Several others have since been put up worthy of the posi

tion they hold—showing a commendable disposition to

cultivate and improve good taste, in honoring the memory

of those whom they revered and loved.

Thus far great harmony has prevailed in the commu

nity, both in sentiment and action. All appear to feel

and acknowledge that here is a suitable and desirable

place for the final repose of their earthly bodies, where

all distinctions in society are leveled, and all sectional,

denominational, political and sparring differences are to

be remembered no more, and where the departed may

speak from their graves to survivors in the language of

the prince of Poets—

" In spite of all your towers ;

The tall, the wise, the rev'rend head,

Must lie as low as ours."



THE OLD GRAVE YARDS.

In connection with the History of Woodlands Cemetery,

to some, it will be gratifying to receive a brief historical

sketch of the burying grounds in the original township of

Cambridge from its early settlement. To gratify this curi

osity in minute detail is no easy task, if not impossible.

In the absence of written records, a resort is made to

traditionary accounts, which have been collected from

various sources. The oldest surviving citizens, and those

supposed best acquainted with events long passed, have

been consulted, whose statements are corroborative, and

therefore supposed reliable. The early settlers brought

with them their respect for divine institutions, and made

an early effort to enjoy the ordinances of the gospel.

William Smith, one of the original owners of the Cam

bridge Patent, gave a lot of land of about 120 acrers to

encourage the object, on which was erected a house of

worship, and a parsonage house for their minister. Accor

ding to the custom to which they bad been bred, they

wished for a burying ground near their place of public

worship, which in those times was often called " the church

yard." Accordingly, on the south side of this glebe, so

called, on the west side of the high-way, and some sixty

rods south of the church, a parcel of ground was selected

for this purpose, and is the same ground which has been

called for a long time " the old grave yard on the turn

pike," and is about half a mile south of Cambridge Wash

ington Academy, and is supposed to be the oldest public

burial lot in the original township. According to tradi

tion, which is not known to be controverted, William

Gilmore, then a young man, and who departed this life

a few years since, at the advanced age of more than 90
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years, assisted in digging the first grave in that yard. To

arrive at the date of this event with precision, at this

distant period, is somewhat circuitous, but not wholly

devoid of interest. At the funeral of the late Daniel

Wells, the officiating clergyman* recollects that after the in

terment and while lingering among the graves, which were

then quite numerous, some one remarked that Mr. Wells,

then buried, was present at the first interment in that

yard, at which Mr. James McKie, in advanced age, and an

early settler, then present, replied "that it was not so,

for one person had been buried there before Mr. Wells

came." However incongruous the two statements may at

first appear, they are both supposed to be correct and

may be reconciled as follows: According to tradition,

Mr. Wells then a young man, visited this place in 1775,

returned to Connecticut and afterwards married. In the

winter of 1778, he also visited the place and returned and

removed his family in the Spring of the same year to

Cambridge, as his permanent residence. It is also handed

down by tradition, that the person first interred was that

of a man who died with the small pox, in a log house

near the residence of the late Eobert Wilcox, and that

Mr. Wells assisted in carrying the body through the

woods, and in burying it on the " Glebe " then so called.

Thus the two statements of the late Messrs. Wells and

McKie, may harmonize. The first interment referred to,

probably occurred in one of Mr. Wells providential visits

to this place, a stranger unknown to Mr. McKie until

after his permanent settlement, to which he (Mr. McKie)

had reference in his statement. If these suppositions and

traditions are correct, it not only harmonizes statements,

but serves the important purpose of fixing the date of this

first interment in the "old grave yard" either in the

year 1775 or 1778.

In connection with this event, according to tradition

there was no saw mill in Cambridge and no boards were to

be had for a coffin, and it was thought too indecent to split

•Rev. E. H. Newton.
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out plank from a tree for the purpose and that the late

Mr. James Cowden, step-father of Col. Edward Long,

now living, went to Pittstown, Rensselaer Co., and ob

tained a coffin made, excepting the putting together and

brought it to Cambridge on horseback upon the pummel

of his saddle, which was the first coffin used in the said

" Old Grave Yard." How great the contrast between

that and the present time, when coffins are used of the

best material and finest finish, conveyed in a hearse of

corresponding excellence !

This " Old Grave Yard " was considered common

ground, free and open for the use of all classes. Within

the memory of some who still survive, there was but

here and there a scattering grave—that for several years

the deceased for eight or ten miles around and especially

of Scotch and Irish settlers were brought to this yard

for interment. From time to time the yard has been

enlarged and contains a larger number of interments than

any other grave yard within the limits of the old town

ship. Generally it has been kept in good condition, and

is respectable for the number and value of monuments

erected to the memory of deceased friends. Yet it is a

sad and melancholy fact, that the grounds have been so

long occupied, that, in some instances in the absence of

monuments, all appearances of graves have been oblite

rated by age, and in digging new graves, the remains of

former occupants gave the first evidence or suspicion of

an intrusion upon the mouldering dust of the deceased,

unknown and forgotten.

In this yard is buried the body of the late Rev. John

Dunlap, once a pastor of the Associate Reformed Con

gregation, but dismissed sometime before his death. Here

was also buried the Rev. Alexander Bullions, D. D.,

Pastor of the Associate Congregation, and the only min

ister known to have died in town in the office of pastor

in any one of the several Congregations, in this ancient

township which has been settled almost a century. His

remains have of late been taken to the Woodlands Ceme

tery, and there interred as before stated.
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To some it may be a circumstance worthy of note, that

the father and mother of Eobert Matthews who styled

himself "Matthias the prophet," and was of some noto

riety in former years, were here buried and that a good

sized tablet of red sand-stone, was prepared with full

inscriptions to their memory ; but for reasons now un

known, has not been placed over their graves, and now

lies upon the ground over the fence, midway of the north

side of the yard.

The Ash Grove Burying Ground, is probably the sec

ond public grave yard in point of age, in the old town

ship of Cambridge. The land was deeded to the Metho

dist Episcopal Church, by William Fisher, Thomas

Ashton and James Ashton, May 10. 1792, as shown by

their deed. From other sources of information, it appears

a church had been erected on a part of these premises in

1788, and another part of said deeded premises had been

occupied with the graves of the deceased.

The date of the death on the oldest grave stone, is

December 22, 1793. But it is the united expression of

the oldest survivors of that congregation, and who appear

to have the best means of judging, that graves were there

several years previous to this date, or even before the

erection of the church in 1788. One whose recollection

of childhood extends back about 70 years, is of opinion

from the appearance of graves and other circumstances in

those early days that the first interment must have been

about 1786. But the date with exact certainty is not

fully ascertained.

Tradition says the first burial was the body of a colored

man. Since then a large congregation has there been

gathered. The yard contains a large number of inter

ments, and many respectable and expensive monuments—

it exhibits the evidence of care commendable to the livinc

and worthy of the memory of the departed, who await

the summons of their Judge.

According to Corey's Gazetteer of Washington Co., 1ST

Y., of 1850, the Ash Grove Methodist Episcopal Church

" was first established as early as 1770, among a body of

3*
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*

Irish emigrants, who settled in Ash Grove." The Rev.

Philip " Embury was a local preacher, and served them

as Pastor, until his death in 1775." According to tradi

tion he died at Camden and several years afterwards, now

distinct in the memory of many survivors, pains were

taken to remove his remains to the Ash Grove grave

yard.

It should be further stated, that although the ground

was deeded to the Methodist denomination, and by them

used for the burial of their dead, yet, by their courtesy,

the yard has been free and open to all classes who wished

to use it.

The grave yard at Wait's Corners is situated near the

Baptist house of Worship, and has been used by that de

nomination, but as with others, is free to all. The first

interment was the body of Mrs. Sarah, the wife of Mr.

Abraham Wright, who died on the 27th day of April,

1787. Mr. Ebenezer Wright a son of hers, then nine years

old, still survives and recollects of its being told, that

while at the grave, a man said, " we have now opened a

vineyard, and who will help fill it?" A solemn inquiry I

since that period, that " vineyard " has been thickly

planted and often watered with tears, the outlet of grief,

and fanned with many deep sighs from many depressed

hearts. The grounds for the most part, have received

proper care, and grave stones have been numerously erec

ted with appropriate inscriptions. But here, as in other

grave yards of long standing, graves become demolished

by the hand of time, and in preparing new ones, in some

instances, the ashes of the dead have been unintentionally

disturbed to make room for new interments. To avoid

the repetition of transactions so forbidding, new grounds

at some fifty rods distant, have been opened within the

last few years, and are now occupied as a Cemetery with

improved taste.

In the old ground were buried the remains of the late

Rev. William Waite, who ministered to the Baptist con.

gregation from 1781 to 1784, and died at White Creek,

March 20th, 1826, at the advanced age of 95 years.
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About one mile easterly from this yard at Post's Cor

ners is another grave yard of long standing, containing

quite a number of graves, but has not been extensively

used.

The Stuart grave yard at White Creek, has probably

been occupied as long, if not longer than the one at Wait's

Corners and is also.open for the free use of all classes. It

contains a large number of interments, and many grave

stones, but does not present the commendable appearance

worthy of the reputation and ability of the surrounding

citizens.

The Society of Friends in that vicinity, have a burying

ground, also in which for a long time they have buried

theirdead.

Another ancient grave yard is in that part of the old

town of Cambridge, now known as Jackson, and is located

about one and a half mile south easterly from Battenville,

and is called the "Wells burying ground." The deed of

this lot by Samuel Wells to Amos Woodard and Levi

Downing, bears date the 14th of September, 1795, " for

the purpose of a burying place, being one half acre of

land," the said Wells " reserving the previledg of feeding

said lot of land with sheep, and not any other creature."

These grounds have been free and open to the use of all

without restraint From Mrs. Stevens aged 87 years, now

living, widow of the late Judge Stevens, is obtained the

following early history of that yard, she says ; " some per

sons were buried in a spot of ground owned by Esquire

Davis, nearly 100 rods southerly from the said Wells

grave yard. The first person buried there, was a child by

the name of Bennet, 75 or 76 years ago ; and those that

were there buried, were removed afterwards to the said

Wells grave yard. About the first burial which followed

was of the name of Holbrook. The Holbrooks, were from

Khode Island." These grounds have been used to con

siderable extent, and contain a number of valuable grave

stones ; at times it has presented the appearance of neglect

and again of suitable care. There is another public grave

yard about 60 rods from the Battenkill, south of Eagle
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ville in the North-easterly part of Jackson, having the ap

pearance of long standing, containing a number of graves

and some grave-stones ; but the grounds have a forsaken

aspect.

Between the Wells grave-yard and Battenville, is the

Brick Church, belonging to the Reformed Dutch congre

gation, organized 1833 ; near which is, a burying ground,

supposed to be of about the same age, and now contains

many interments and valuable monuments.

The Whiteside grave-yard is situated by the Whiteside

church, in the westerly part of Cambridge, and was estab

lished in May, 1790. The first person'there buried, died

May 7th, 1790, an infant of Thomas and Elizabeth White

side, aged 18 days. The second burial was Phineas White

side, Esq., who died April 1st, 1793, in the 77th year of

his age. He took an active part in the American Eevolu

tion, and was one of the few who pledged himself for the

credit of his country to the amount of £10,000. Here is

also buried the Eev. Edward F. Whiteside, of the Meth

odist Episcopal church, born July 17th, 1806 and died

February 23, 1853. The yard contains many graves, and

some valuable head stones and monuments sacred to the

memory of those crumbling to dust.

The King meeting house grave-yard, in the south-east

part of Cambridge, was deeded to the Methodist Episcopal

church, 1823, and the first interment was the remains of

Hezekiah King, Esq. The yard has been used since by

that denomination who have extended privileges to others

and now contains many graves and valuable monuments.

Attached to the grounds of the North Cambridge Meth

odist Episcopal Church, is a grave-yard of about 20 years

standing. It being comparatively new, it is not as fully

occupied as those of an older date, but contains many

graves and some head-stones with inscriptions.

In 1793, the First United Presbyterian congregation of

Cambridge was organized ; their house of worship was

erected in 1792, but not finished until some time after

wards and painted white. This gave rise to the name by

which it has been designated as the " Old White Meeting
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House," or " White Church." A few rods to the north

of this house, William King gave a parcel of ground

supposed to be one acre, for a burying place, free and

open to all classes, without charge. The first burial, was

the body of Mrs. Abigail, wife of Mr. Seth Rising, who

died June 18th, 1794, as specified by the inscription upon

the stone at the head of the grave. These grounds with

some exceptions, have been well kept and contain a large

amount of interments, and is well studded with suitable

monuments, and in some instances inclosed with substan

tial iron fences. This, as has been stated of other similar

places, has been occupied to an extent requiring enlarge

ment, which has been done by individual enterprise.

Here sleeps a large congregation to be awaked to the

judgment when the last trump shall be blown. In this

yard was originally buried the body of the late Rev.

Asahel B. Crocker, pastor of a Congregational Church, in

the City of New York, who, while on a visit to his

friends in this place was taken sick and died, whose

remains have recently been removed to the Woodlands

Cemetery.

It may also be stated, there are a number of private

burying grounds in the original township, in which the

owners of lands selected a spot on their farms for the burial

of the members of their own families. Some of these

farms have since been sold and gone out of the possession

of relatives. These small patches occupied by graves, are

liable to become an annoyance to present or future occu

pants as being in the way of farming purposes.

In this sketch it may here be stated, that the monuments

referred to are almost wholly of white or clouded marble.

Some few of the oldest are of the Connecticut red sand

stone. Many of the inscriptions are of an interesting his

torical character, plainly to be read, and not obliterated by

age, as in many instances in the older sections of our

country. These unquestionably will be studied by future

historians and genealogists, with surprising interest, in

developing the history and the times of those sturdy,

noble-hearted settlers who cleared away the forests—plan



18

ted the standard of the cross—built churches and school

houses—fought the battles of freedom, and manfully bore

their part in rearing those noble institutions of our country

so richly enjoyed by their descendants.

As the old grave yards have become densely occupied, it

is a source of high commendation that an enlightened and

enterprising community have so cordially and harmo

niously combined their talents and their means, in the pur

chase of lands of ample dimensions, and in establishing the

Woodlands Cemetery, under the most flattering auspices,

upon a site so charming in nature, affording facilities for

extensive improvements in beautifying and ornamenting

grounds in the refined taste of modern cultivation, and for

purposes so sacred, as a proper regard for the remains of

deceased friends demands ; an imperious obligation resting

upon every civilized citizen.

In closing this brief and imperfect sketch, liberty has

been taken to introduce the following selection from the

Quaker poet.

THE OLD BTJRYING-GROUND.

BY JOHN G. WHITTIER.

Our vales are sweet with fern and rose,

Our hills are maple crowned ;

But not from them our fathers chose

The village burying ground.

The dearest spot in all the land,

To Death they set apart ;

With scanty grace from Nature's hand,

And some from that of Art.

A winding wall of mossy stone,

Frost flung and broken lines ;

A lonesome acre thinly grown

With grass and wandering vines.

Without the wall a birch tree shows,

Its drooped and tassel'd head ;

Within a stag-horned sumach grows

Fern leafed, with spikes of red.
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There, sheep that graze the neighboring plain,

Like white ghosts come and go :

The farm horse drags his fetlock chain,

The cow-bell tinkles slow.

Low mourns the river from its bed,

The distant pines reply ;

Like mourners shrinking from the dead

They stand apart and sigh.

Unshaded smites the summer sun,

Unchecked the winter blast ;

The school girl learns that place to shun.

With glances backward cast

For thus our fathers testified—

That he might read who ran—

The emptiness of human pride,

The nothingness of man.

They dare not plant the grave with flowers,

Nor dress the funeral sod,

Where with a love as deep as ours,

They left their dead with God.

The hard and thorny path they kept,

From beauty turned aside ;

Nor missed they over those who slept,

The grace to life denied.

Yet still the wilding flowers would blow,

The golden leaves would fall,

The seasons come, the seasons go,

And God be good to all.

Above the graves the blackberry hung

In bloom and green its wreath,

And harebells swung as if they rung

The chimes of peace beneath.

The beauty nature loves to share,

The gift she hath for all ;

The common light the common air,

O'ercrept the grave yard's wall.

It knew the glow of eventide,

The sunrise and the noon,

And glorified and sanctified,

It slept beneath the moon.



Proceedings of the First Annual Meeting

OF THE

WOODLANDS CEMETERY ASSOCIATION.

The proprietors of lots in the Woodlands Cemetery

held their first annual meeting at the house of J. S. Robert

son, on Monday, December 6, 1858.

Ahira Eldridge was elected Chairman, and Wm. P

Robertson, Clerk.

The report of the Trustees was read and approved.

After which B. P. Crocker, Lewis Nicholson, Thomas

Shiland, and B. W. Walkley, whose terms of office as

Trustees had expired, were unanimously by ballot re-elect

ed Trustees for the ensuing three years.

On motion—Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting

are due to the Trustees for the skill, economy, and good

taste exhibited in their management of the affairs of the

Association.

Resolved, That we recommend to the Trustees to charge

interest after the first day of January next, on all sums

now due to the corporation, until paid.

Resolved, That we recommend to the Trustees to pro

cure the publication of five hundred copies of the address

of the Rev. A. D. Gillette, at the dedication of the Ceme

tery Grounds, together with the report of the Trustees,

and such other matters as to them may seem expedient,

and that a copy thereof be presented to each lot holder,

and the remainder be sold at cost.

On motion, the Association adjourned.

AHIRA ELDRIDGE, Chairman.

WM. P. ROBERTSON", Clerk.



First Annual Report of the Trustees,

TO THE LOT OWNERS IN THE WOODLANDS CEMETERY.

This Association was organized November 10, 1857,

under the name of " Cambridge Valley Rural Cemetery

Association," and on the 12th of the same month ihe

certificate of said association was recorded in the office of

the Clerk of Washington County. 1

On the 16th of January, 1858, the Trustees purchased

the present site from Mr. James Coulter, Jr., containing

fifteen acres, three roods and twenty perches of land, for

the sum of $2,250, for the payment of which they gave

three several and joint notes—the first being for $1,250,

payable in three months from date, and the second and

third for $500 each, payable on the first day of April,

1860, with interest annually. From the Report of the

Treasurer—hereto annexed, it will appear that the first of

these notes has been paid, and that, after the payment of

every other outstanding claim there will be in his hands

assets, to the amount of $1,061,98, to apply to the pay

ment of the notes above referred to and the accruing in

terest. His report exhibits the finances of the Association

as in a flourishing condition, and the Lot Proprietors are

respectfully requested to examine its details.

On the 12th day of April, 1858, by an act of the Legisla

ture, the name of this Association was changed to that of

" The Woodlands Cemetery Association," by which name

it will be known in its official transactions.

PREPARING THE GROUNDS.

On the 1st of April last, a contract was made with J.

C. Sidney, Esq., of Philadelphia, to lay out the grounds

of the Cemetery into avenues and walks and to survey

and stake out 1000 burial lots ; for this service Mr. Sidney

4*
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was to receive $250. A few days afterwards a contract

was also made with Mr. Sidney to grade the roads and

public walks according to the plans submitted by him,

for which he was to receive $410.

Mr. Sidney at once entered upon the work and by his

agents pursued it with diligence and faithfulness, until

both of these contracts were fulfilled about the 1st of

June. The Trustees would here bear testimony to the

good taste, skill and economy displayed by Mr. Sidney,

in his plana for laying out and improving the grounds :

from experience and observation the Trustees can truly

say that in no particular could his plans and directions

have been changed without injury to the harmony and

natural beauty of the grounds. Much credit is also due

to Mr. John Watters, for the skilful manner in which the

plans and directions of Mr. Sidney were carried out.

FENCING.

At the time of the purchase of the site there were no

fences of a suitable character around the premises. A

good picket fence five feet high now incloses the whole

Cemetery ; the posts are mostly of chestnut, obtained

upon the grounds ; the balance with the rails and pickets

are of hemlock. The materials not obtained upon the

grounds were furnished by Messrs. Stevens and McKillip,

of Shushan ; the work was executed by Wm. Hatch,

under the direction of Mr. Oel Day and was done in a

thorough and workmanlike manner. The whole expense

including the materials, was $404,67 for 205 rods of fence.

TREES.

Trees add much to the beauty of any place, but in a

Cemetery they especially add a charm which no human

creation can supply ; they serve as a relief to that which

is sombre and forbidding about the burial places of the

dead. In the first Cemetery of which we have any

account, Abraham was not only particular to purchase
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" the field and the cave which was therein," but also " all

the trees that were in the field, that were in all the bor

ders round about for a possession of a burying place."

No Cemetery can be complete without them and this

consideration influenced the Trustees in the selection of

the present site. The central portion of the grounds was

well covered with forest trees, but the East, South and West

sides were entirely destitute at the time of the purchase ;

since then a belt of our native deciduous trees, three

rows deep, has been set out upon the North, South and

East sides of the level land, the design being to plant

them thick enough to form quite a wood in time. With

the exception of a few Elms on the entrance drive, there

are no trees upon the walks or avenues in the open.

Among the improvements contemplated by the Trustees,

are the planting of belts of trees upon the West and

remainder of the South boundaries, similar to that on the

level, and rows along the borders of the avenues and

public walks, the materials for this work being close at

hand, our own native forest trees being more suitable for

this purpose than any belonging to another soil and a

different clime.

SUPERINTENDENT.

In June last the services of Mr. Alexander Porteous

were engaged as temporary Superintendent. Subsequently

he was elected as permanent Superintendent with a salary

of $300 per year. The Trustees wish here to notice the

faithfulness and good taste shown by him in carrying out

their directions and consider the association very fortunate

in securing his services.

IMPROVEMENTS.

Since the roads and walks were finished by Mr. Sidney,

according to his contract, they have been properly roun

ded and graded and the borders trimmed. Myrtle Ave

nue has been widened, a wall built at the bottom of the

embankment and the banks filled out and properly sloped.



24

The underbrush in the South and West portions of the

woods has been thoroughly cleared away. A quarry has

also been opened within the grounds and stone of a good

quality found ; those desiring stone for foundations for

Monuments can now be accommodated.

Among the improvements requiring early attention,

are the paving the gutters on the side hill roads and the

grading the road along the West boundary. A public

reception vault is required, not only for the convenience

of the community, but also by the interest of the Ceme

tery ; plans and specifications have been furnished by

Mr. Sidney, and the Trustees contemplate the building of

one at the earliest practicable moment ; the location will

be in the side hill immediately opposite the entrance.

SALES OF LOTS.

On the 3d day of June, the sale of burial lots was

commenced, and on that and the two following days they

were taken by our citizens to an extent far beyond the

most sanguine expectations of any friend of the enterprise.

To the present time 194 lots, containing 40,939 square

feet have been taken, amounting in value to $3,756,54 ;

the average is $18,35£ per lot of 200 square feet. Many

more would have been taken had not the winter com

menced much earlier than usual.

IMPBOVEMENTS ON BURIAL LOTS.

In many Cemeteries the natural beauty is entirely

destroyed by the erection of fences around lots. This

practice the Trustees would condemn as a violation of

good taste and an unnecessary expense to the lot pro

prietor ; corner stones of the same material as the monu

ment with the name of the owner cut on them, is all that

is necessary to indicate the boundaries of the lot. If

more than this is desired, a hedge of arbor vitae, or of

some small growing shrub is recommended. If any

however prefer to build a fence they are recommended to

the very full directions given in the communication of J.

C. Sidney, Esq., which accompanies this report.
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The Trustees also suggest that, where old grave stones

are removed or new ones obtained, they be placed in a

horizontal or inclined position ; a row of stones, four or

five feet high gives the appearance of a marble fence and

crowded graves and is not always in good taste.

INTERMENTS.

There have been 103 interments within the Cemetery, of

which number 16 were original burials, and 87 removals

from other burial grounds.

A Registry is kept by the Secretary, in which are

entered the names of those interred and such other facts

as may be useful to the compiler of statistics or interesting

for friends to consult at some future day. It is important

that persons furnishing this information should give the

statistics fully and explicitly.

The Trustees congratulate the lot proprietors upon the

flattering prospects of the Association. An effort has

been made to establish in our midst, an institution the

tendency of which will be "to improve the taste, soften

the manners and elevate the morals of our people;"" a

common ground where all can meet in a spirit of forgive

ness and agreement, undisturbed by the contentions and

controversies of the world. Our citizens have thus far

nobly sustained the enterprise, and the Trustees have

* every reason to feel grateful for the support thus exten

ded.

J. M. STEVENSON, President.

December 6, 1858.



Treasurer's Report.

To the Board of Trustees of Woodlands Cemetery Association :

Gentlemen :—I herewith furnish you with the

first Annual Keport of the financial condition of the

Cemetery.

EECEIPTS.

Received from sale of Lots, $3,238,42

tl
" Materials sold and Labor, 163,35

ii
" Sale of Maps, 18,00

II
" Interests on deposits, 15,07

c

EXPENDITURES.

1

Paid for Laying out Cemetery, 250,00

ii II
Grading Roads and Walks, 410,00

<< ii
Fencing, 385,46

ii It
Planting Trees, 25,00

t< it
Superintendent's Salary, 153,67

tt it
Miscellaneous Items, 90,97

ii tt
Books of account, Stationery

and Printing, 64,18

It
Labor, 306,83

it ti
Maps, 75,85

tt ft
Account of Land, 1,250,00

H il
Interest, 60,07

Balance on hand, 362,81

3,434,84



General Statement.

The claims against the Association

are two notes of $500 each, given

for land, 1,000

Interest on do. from April 1 to

December 1, 46,67

Sundry other claims for labor etc., 108,40

$1,155,07

To meet this indebtedness, there are

due the Association for lots sold, 518,12

For Materials sold and labor, 127,82

" Maps on hand, 53,23

Balance in hands of Treasurer, 362,81

$1,061,98

Balance against the Cemetery, $93,09

All of which is Bespectfully submitted,

B. P. CKOCKEK, Treasurer.

December 6, 1858.
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Thefollowing recommendations and directions are by J. C.

Sidney, Esq., of Philadelphia ; the attention of those who

design to improve tlieir Lots, is especially called to them.

GRADING OF LOTS.

The grading should be done so as to conform as much

as possible to the natural surface of the ground. In most

instances, little or no grading will be required, as the

drives and walks have been laid out so as to give the

different lots the proper slope. In any event no lot

should be raised higher than the adjoining one, if this

were permitted the whole natural contour of the ground

which is now so beautiful and is now one of the most

attractive features of the Cemetery, would be changed

and adjoining lots much deteriorated in value and beauty.

All that is required is to make the lot, say 8 or 9 inches

higher than the carriage road, but this applies only to

those lots where the ground rises from the road or walk.

When the ground slopes downwards from the drive or

walk, no filling should be done except to fill up inequal

ities, as the back lots would necessarily have to be filled

also, thus causing much additional trouble and expense,

as well as changing the whole character of the grounds.

Lots should be raised slightly in the centre, especially

where it is intended to erect a monument. Where the

soil is deep and rich, nothing further will be required

than to trench the lot over to a depth of 18 inches, and

sod or sew it with seed. Where practicable the former

will on many accounts give the most satisfaction. Where

the soil is poor it should be improved by manure, or by

putting in good soil. Walks inside of lots are entirely

uncalled for, except in those of very large dimensions and

then only to a very limited extent.

ENCLOSURES.

Where iron railing is used it is recommended that the

pattern should be as simple and open as possible, as the

more joints and crevices there are, the more liability there

is to rust and decay. An enclosure formed of marble or
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granite posts at the corners, with two 2 inch round hollow

iron bars connecting them, forms a neat and durable fence,

and can be furnished at one-fourth of the expense of the

various railings commonly put up. It requires less atten

tion and less paint, and by planting honey-suckles, climb

ing roses and other creepers, a very pretty and rural effect

is created. Wherever iron is used in connection with

stone, either at the base or sides, the fastening should be

made with sulphur, as lead not only eats away the iron

but the oxydation will soon deface the stone.

It is suggested that the best enclosure is one made by a

hedge. This can be made of any plant which does not

spread too much, and which bears clipping well. The

arbor vitae, hemlock, and privet, are probably the most

suitable, as being perfectly hardy and also susceptible of

being kept in good order and proper shape by trim

ming. The althea or Eose of Sharon, also forms a

good hedge, but from the fact of the foliage not coming

out till late in the spring, it is not so desirable as the first

named.

A very neat enclosure is formed by marble or granite

corners about 18 inches high, rounded on the top, about 12

inches square or octagonal, and connected by a narrow

strip or base of the same material, about 6 inches thick,

and 6 inches above the ground, also covered on the top.

A border of 18 inches in width inside this, all around the

lot should be filled with good soil and planted with choice

roses and flowers. This is probably one of the most

pleasing enclosures that can be made and one that will be

the most durable. A little, more attention would be

required to keep the borders cleaned and the plants in

order, but there are but few persons who would not be

gratified in performing this labor of love to their dead.

MONUMENTS.

The depth of foundations should always be proportioned

to the weight of the superincumbent monument; but in

in all cases they should be put deep enough to be out of

the reach of frost, as well as to reach a solid resting place.

5*
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They can be built of stone, laid dry or with mortar. In

the first case they should be well backed up with earth as

they are built up and the top courses laid in mortar.

They should be always at least 6 inches broader every

way than the base of the monument, and the highest part

kept 6 inches below the ground so as to allow of some

depth of soil and sodding close to the base.

Where practicable the monument should be set up

about 18 inches above the general surface of the lot, so as

to form a small sodded mound round the base. Wherever

a monument is placed under trees of any elevation, gran

ite will be found to wear better than marble, as the latter

soon becomes stained and defaced by the falling juices

and leaves.

In selecting a monument care should be taken to see

that it is composed of as few stones as possible, as the

more joints there are the sooner decay occurs ; a mistake

is often made by placing a large heavy monument in a

small lot, whereas a neat small shaft will not only save

expense, but appeal with far greater effect to the eye.

Variety in design is most important. It is sometimes

more convenient, both to the buyer and seller to copy

designs already executed, but it tends to create a sameness

and uniformity, which can easily be obviated by a little

extra trouble which will be amply repaid by the pleasing

effects created by contrast. Amongst others a very pretty

memorial is made by a head and footstone with side-

pieces of marble, carved in different patterns. When

filled with flowers these are simple and pleasing.

Vaults should be built only where they can be put up

on the side hill and as follows : Walls of stone founded

two feet below the surface. Walls laid in cement to be

two feet thick, the earth being well rammed in at the

back as the work proceeds. Arches should be of brick

or stone, with a rise of not less than one-fourth the space.

If of stone the arches should be two feet thick, if of brick

two bricks thick laid in cement with a coating over all

half inch thick. The top of the arch should be at least

two feet below the surface of the ground to allow of a
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proper depth of soil and sod. The floor if possible should

be kept above the level of the road or ground in front so

as to keep it dry. The floor to be paved with flag-stone.

The face should be of appropriate design of dressed stone

or marble, or if laid, rubble work should be neatly poin

ted in the joints. When laid in rubble, ivy or creepers

may be planted to great advantage and allowed to spread

over the front.

PLANTING.

No trees that attain a great height should be planted

within the enclosed lots unless of a large size. These

should be planted out in vacant spots along drives and

in places where neither the tree or its roots will interfere

with either monuments, enclosures, or interments. Flow

ering shrubs, dwarf evergreens, roses and flowers are the

most appropriate. A monument will always show to

great advantage by peeping out of trees and shrubs of

lower size than itself and will not be liable to deface

ment.

A Cemetery planted to any extent with trees of large

growth would soon lose a great part of its beauty, as

the views would all be intercepted, and monuments would

only be seen at great disadvantage when the visitor is

close to them.

In planting, care should be taken to make the holes

much larger than the roots of the tree, to see that the

subsoil is of a suitable quality, to plant the tree about as

deep as it stood before removal, to keep all the roots

spread out, to break the fibres as little as possible, to

expose the roots to the air as short a time as practicable,

to plant in moist damp weather, not to put any manure

iu with the tree, to stake it if over 3 or 4 feet high for the

first six months after planting, to keep the roots mulched

during the first summer with leaves or other material,

and above all to plant early in the spring. Roses, creep

ers and most deciduous shrubs should be well trimmed

down at the time of planting.
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Evergreens should predominate, but relieved by flow

ering shrubs, roses, &c. Of the roses, the Hybrid Perpet

ual will be found most desirable, being hardy and affording

flowers throughout the summer. The Hermosa, Sanguinea,

common Dahlia, and common Cabbage roses are amongst

others, hardy and bloom freely. It is useless to plant

many of the varieties sold by the Horticulturists as they

are destroyed by the first cold weather, and even if they

continue to live at the roots during winter, have not time

or strength during spring to make wood enough to afford

any gratification. The following is a list of Trees and

shrubs that are hardy and will be found the most success

ful, both as to growth, beauty and appropriateness. The

large variety of trees which attain great height, with but

few exceptions amongst the evergreens, are not mentioned

for the reasons above stated:

EVERGREENS.

Arbor Vitae,*

English Silver Fir,

Norway Fir,

Laurel,*

Holly*

Scotch Fir,

Box,

White Pine,

Larch.

Juniper,*

Hemlock,

American Balsam,

Holly leaved Mahonia*

Austrian Pine,

Khododendron,*

Yew*

Black Spruce Fir,

SHRUBS, &c.

Eoses,*

Chinese Wistaria,

Virginia Creeper,

English Thorn,

Mist Tree,*

Scarlet Locust,

Flowering Cherry,

Caly Canthus,

Tartarian Honeysuckle,

Snow Drop,

Lilacs,*

Honeysuckles,*

Clematis,*

Magnolia,

Kolreuteria,

Sophora,

Judas Tree,

Pyrus Japonica,*

Mock Orange,*

Eed Dogwood,

Fringe Tree,*

Trumpet Flower,
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Yucca Gloriosa, Deutzia,*

Weigelia,* Snowball,

Spiraea,* Altbea,

Burning Bush, Labernum,

Sweet Shrub.*

Those marked * are in all respects the most suitable.

Amongst the great variety of flowers and smaller plants,

the Lily of the Valley, Violet, Periwinkle, Wintergreen,

and Ivy, are suggested as being in every way appropriate.

Philadelphia, December, 1858.

Duties of the Superintending Committee.

The Superintending Committee is charged with the

general care and supervision of the Cemetery grounds

and property, with power to carry into execution all

plans for improving and embellishing the grounds author

ized by the Trustees ; to direct respecting the grading

and enclosure of lots and the erection of monuments, so

as to require conformity with the regulations prescribed

by the Trustees ; to determine the lines of burial lots and

prevent encroachments on the borders, avenues or walks;

to direct respecting the removal of Trees and Shrubs

from the lots, borders and walks ; to employ all necessary

workmen, mechanics and agents ; to direct the Superin

tendent in the discharge of his duties, and generally, to

take care that the laws of the State applicable to the

Cemetery and the By-laws, rules and regulations of the

corporation are enforced.
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Duties of the Superintendent.

It is the duty of the Superintendent, (under the super

vision of the Superintending Committee :)

1st. To direct where and how, materials brought into

the Cemetery for the purpose of improving lots, shall be

deposited, and also as to the removal and depositing of

rubbish.

2nd. To control and direct all laborers employed in

the Cemetery.

3rd. To keep an account of all work done on the

grounds, and the expense of the same and make due

return thereof to the Treasurer.

4th. To receive the charges for opening, closing and

sodding graves, and make due return thereof to the

Treasurer.

5th. To furnish to persons applying to have graves

dug, blankforms for the return of statistics, to be entered

in the Register of Interments.

6th. To be in attendance at every burial and make

accurate returns to the Secretary of all interments, show

ing the number of the interments, the section and number of

lot in which the interment is made, and where practicable,

the name of the deceased in full, the place of birth, date

of birth, date of decease, late residence, disease and

kindred.

Rules and Regulations for Proprietors of Lots.

1st. The proprietor of each lot may enclose the same

subject to the limitations hereinafter mentioned, (No. 6.)

2nd. Proprietors shall not allow interments to be

made in their lots for remuneration.

3rd. No disinterments shall be made without per

mission of the Superintending Committee, or of the

Trustees.
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4th. The proprietor of each lot may erect any proper

monument, grave stone or sepulchral structure thereon

and cultivate Trees, Shrubs and Plants, but shall not cut

down, remove, mutilate or destroy any Tree or Shrub

growing within the lot or border, or in or on any avenue

or walk, without the permission of the Superintending

Committee.

5th. The earth in enclosed lots must not be elevated

above the general grade of the surrounding ground, with

out the permission of the Superintending Committee.

6th. All enclosures of lots must be within the lots,

and no enclosure must be made close more than one foot in

height above the ground, nor must any railing or other

enclosure exceed four feet in height above surrounding

grounds.

7th. All workmen employed in improving lots, must

be subject to the control and direction of the Superinten

dent.

8th. All . materials brought into the Cemetery, to be

used in improving lots must be transported and deposited

under the direction of the Superintendent, and all earth

and rubbish accumulated in improving any lots must be

removed and deposited under the direction of the Super

intendent, and at the expense. of the proprietors of such

lots.

Visitors.

The Cemetery will not be open on the Lord's day except

for funerals. No person will be allowed to drive or ride

except on the main avenues, and there not faster than a

walk. No horse or team may be left by the driver or

rider on any part of the grounds unless properly attended.

All persons are prohibited from plucking any flowers,

whether wild or cultivated, and from mutilating or injur

ing any tree or shrub.
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All persons are prohibited from writing upon, scratch

ing, mutilating, defacing or injuring any monument or

structure, in or upon or belonging to the Cemetery.

Persons infringing upon the sobriety and decorum

which should characterize the resting place of the dead,

will be required at once to leave the grounds.

Interments.

Graves shall not be less than six feet deep and not

nearer than six inches to the outer line of the lot. They

shall be dug only by persons in the employ of the Corpo

ration, and under the direction of the Superintendent.

At least eight hour's notice must be given to the Super

intendent of an interment to be made.

Interments are subject to the following charges :

Opening, closing and sodding a grave of a person over

twelve years of age, $1,50.

Do. do. of a child under twelve years of age, $1,25.

These charges are required to be paid to the Superin

tendent before the grave is opened.

In case of rock excavation an additional reasonable

charge will be made.

Annual Meeting.

The Annual Meeting of the Lot Proprietors is on the

first Monday of December, at such hour and place as the

Trustees shall direct, of which meeting, at least ten days

notice shall be given in the village paper.

Every holder of a full lot of 200 square feet and of

lawful age is entitled to vote for Trustees and every such

person may cast one vote for every 200 square feet, he or

she may hold.



Dedication.

On the 2d day of June, 1858, (a lovely propitious day)

by previous arrangements, a procession was formed at the

Associate Eeformed Presbyterian Church, by Peter Hill,

Esq., Marshall of the day, under the superintendence and

direction of the Trustees, consisting of the President of

the Association, Speaker chosen for the occasion, Board

of Trustees, Clergymen and Citizens, escorted by the

Cambridge Brass Band, proceeded to the grounds, pre

pared with seats and stands for the occasion in one of

Natures' Amphitheatres, more graceful than art. canopied

by a sky " wholly of blue," and a shady grove and with

appropriate exercises in a solemn manner, dedicated the

"purchased possession" as a Cemetery, or burying place

of the dead, in the presence of some two thousand citizens

assembled to share in the interests of the scene.

The order of exercises was as follows, viz :

1st. Music by the Band.

2nd. Introductory prayer by Rev. J. H. Nixon.

3rd. The following Ode by Lewis J. Cist, of Cincin

nati, 0., sung by a select Choir.

ODE.

Here where swells yon blue sky above,

And spreads this rich green sward beneath,

We set apart for those we Jove,

A fit abode in gentle death ;

That not, as with the saddened gloom

Of cloistered cell, and time-worn towers,

We'd link the memories of the tomb—

But with the sunshine and the flowers I

Here gentle beauty shall they bring,

Whose resting place we thus prepare,

Where softest murmuring winds shall sing

Meet requiem o'er form so fair :

6
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Here, too—when Manhood's breast shall yearn

His wanderings o'er the earth to close—

His footsteps hither shall he turn

To seek a last, sweet, ealui repose!

Why should the memories of the dead

Be ever those of sadness drear?—

Why should their dwellings not be made

'Mid scenes of light, and life, and cheer?

Here let the young and gay repair,

And in this scene of light serene,

Gather from Earth, and Hky, and Air,

Lessons of Life, and Love, Divine 1

And here at many a dewy morn,

Or calm and holy eventide,

Affection's quiet steps shall turn,

And o'er each loved form softly glide—

Whose gentle shade, still hovering near,

The trembling mourner may accost;

And fri m each leafy tree-top hear

The voioes of " the Loved and Lost ! "

4th. Dedication prayer by Rev. J. G. Smart.

5th. Consecration Hymn by Wm. D. Gallagher, by

the choir as follows, viz :

CONSECRATION HYMN.

Maker of all above !

Father of all below 1

As now we meet, thy 'chosen' met

Thousands of years ago.

Sojourners, like ourselves,

On earth for a brief space,

They sought the grove and hallowed it

As their resting place.*

And kindred feelings yet

Thy children's bosom sway;

And oft they meet, as we have met

Within these shades to day ;—

The cool groves rising round,

The slopes beneath them spread,

We consecrate, with awe profound,

Forever to the dead.

•Genesis, c. xxiii.
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The Hebrews' latest sigh,

'Mid being's parting moans,

Was, that his aged form might lie

With his forefathers' bones. f

So When we've breathed our last,

Here may our burial be,

To wait with kindred dead the blast

That summons us to thee.

Thy smile is on us, God !

From the beautiful blue skies

It looks, and from the fresh green sod

That all around us lies.

Oh, when the hour shall come

Earth's scenes no more we know,

Smile thus upon our hearts, as down

To the dark grave we go I

Thy voice is with us here,

'Mid the silence and the shade,

Where oft the mourner's bitterest tear

Must full upon the glade.

But it speaks not of despair-

It bids us look above,

At the Bow of promise spanning there

The whole broad Heaven of love.

tld. c. xlix.

6th. Address by Rsv. A. D. Gillette, D. D., of the

city of New York.

7th. The following Hymn by the Choir.

WOODLANDS.

How sweet to lay our precious dead

In such a spot to sleep,

Where waiving trees their branches spread,

And stars their vigils keep,

Looking from Heaven with angel eyes

To guard the sacred dust we prize.

The wild-woodflowers their pale leaves shed.

The sighing breeze doth wave,

The drooping bud that bows its head

Above each cherished grave.

Beauty on earth and joy in Heaven,

To his beloved, God hath given.
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Hearts broken with their weight of woe

How slowly learn to feel,

That He who struck the bitter blow

Has still the power to heal.

But tears that dew the flowers bright,

To-morrow's sun can gem with light

Then, not despairing, let us come

Where nature still doth tell

They are but taken to His home,

Who " doeth all things well."

We, see but darkly in our jiight,

They, face to face in HeaVen's own light.

Sing then sweet birds your joyous note,

Breathe soft thou summer air,

In fragrant thanks let perfume float,

On incense breathing prayer.

His lambs He gathers to His breast,

The sad have joy, the weary rest.

8th. Benediction by Kev. A. B. Lambert, D. D., of

Salem, K Y.

Every performance in excellency fully answered the

high expectations of the gathered assembly. The beauty

of the scenery, the solemnity of the services, the loveli

ness of the day, the order, attention and intelligence of

the audience, inspired eloquence in every expression.

The address, solicited for publication, was received as one

of the happiest efforts of its distinguished author. The

dedication services did much to heighten and confirm

public favor. Even those whose affections seemed wedded

to venerated yards, where were deposited the remains of

choicest friends, yielded their reluctance to their sense of

duty and joined the Association. Before and after the

dedication the grounds were daily visited by citizens and

strangers. The location was universally approved ; the

improvements were satisfactory ; and a spirited community

came forward and nobly sustained the enterprise by their

influence and purchases. In a few days following the

dedication, lots were selected and purchased for burial

purposes to an extent to more than meet the expectation

of the Trustees and to warrant their future success.
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WEST 23bd STREET, NEW YORK.

The manner of settling most of our towns and villages,

adopted by our Fathers, was to select some spot healthful

and well watered, calculated to be central to a growing

farming community. Here they raised their log-cabin,

their school house and church of the same material.

Death comes to all—and when it visited these early

adopted homes of our revered ancestors, it made a place

for graves a common necessity, and a common interest.—

Being eminently religious, these pioneers in the wilderness

associated their ideas of the departed, with the sacred place,

where on Lord's Day, they were accustomed reverently to

assemble for public worship, and

" To hear of Heaven and learn the way."

Thither they naturally bore the body of the deceased,

and after solemn and appropriate services for the good of

the living, they buried their dead in " God's acre"—the

present "Village Church Yard."

What we now think might have been foreseen—has

come—a result which the people half a century ago did

not begin to dream of. Population of the living has

crowded so close upon the pale nations of the departed,

and so largely peopled their narrow domain, that there is

no more room for interments in these places so long hal

lowed as the depositories of their most sacred dust.
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The enterprising citizens of this good old Town and

the adjacent villages, feeling their need of a more rural

and commodious Cemetery, have purchased and prepared

these beautiful grounds—and have come together to

dedicate, by fitting solemnities, every square foot of these

acres—to the sacred purpose of giving a suitable resting

place for their lamented dead—and a place of resort and

reflection that shall be profitable to the minds of the

living. The honorable service that is assigned to me this

day, I receive and shall try to perform with filial gratitude,

as it is required of me, mainly because (as I suppose) I am

everywhere not only willing but proud to say that the old

town of Cambridge, gave me room wherein to be born.

I call your attention, while I aim to show that public

rural Cemeteries, are alike conducive to the cultivation

and exercise of a refined individual and public taste—a good

moral influence—and a, firm conviction of the sublime Chris

tian Doctrines of the resurrection of the body, and the immor

tality of the soul.

First.—I take the position that the preparation and

use of suitable rural Cemeteries, is conducive to the cul

tivation and exercise of refined personal and public

taste.

"We must have places wherein to bury our dead, and

where the living can bury us, when we shall have lain

down and died—where family affection can be gratified,

with the assurance that the remains of Father, Mother,

Brother, Sister, child, or loved one can repose side by

side, undisturbed, by the changing interests cf business

pursuing man. We want this place to be one, where the

smitten heart can pour out its griefs over the grave of the

cherished, secure from the inspection of the heartless, and

where flowers may be planted sacred to bereaved memory

and embl matic of religious hope.

In ministering our last act of attention to the form ofone

we have loved in life, our purest sensibilities are exer

cised, and we avoid every thought, association or remem

brance that is unpleasant or not seemly. When we lay

their cold forms on their bier, we attire them in pure
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white garments, enclose them in new coffins, we offer our

best prayers for the living, in presence of the dead. We

print upon their clayey lips the last fondest kiss, affection

has to give. What next? Do we desire to bury them in

some briery nook of some neglected grave yard, where

weeds and uettles grow—where mouldering tomb-stones

lie scattered in fragments, and graves caved in, make open

ings that seem to yawn to bury the living before their

time ? Where toads and lizards creep to spawn and rear

their slimy brood? Forbid it sensibility, affection, decency

and taste—for all combine to remonstrate, and every heart

and better feeling of our nature cries out, " not so!"

We believe proper, private and public taste, demands

that the most beautiful spot nature has made, be selected ;

and art, skill and refinement should combine to decorate

and make it most like Eden of any spot on earth, subject

to our control. It should be a place that will minister to

the most elevated exercise of the purest taste—and compel

even funerals to become tributary, and the grave sugges

tive not of gloom, sadness, and noisomeness,—but calcu

lated to elicit and bring into exercise the more refining

emotions of the mind and heart—separating them a while

from the world and lifting them to those spiritual ideas

which should always be associated with death, and the

grave where we bury our dead out of our sight.

The salutary effects of ornate and well preserved

Cemeteries on the public health, will be nobly vindicated

by Medical gentlemen, if their skill be but once consulted.

Its power over the moral taste, and general sentiments of

all classes, is a most valuable result and seems to have

been appreciated in all ages, by civilized nations.

The Etruscans, the Egyptians, the Greeks, and Romans,

and in more modern times the Turks—all illustrate by

their public Cemeteries, not only their skill in the arts,

and their intellectual excellencies, but likewise their social

refinement, with all the grander characteristics of high

toned civilization.
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We all want the place, where we deposit the dearest

objects of our earthly affections, to be so associated with

scenery, and surrounded with decorations, as to be in

blended harmony with musings which find utterance in

the poetry that says—

" Oh sweetly they slumber,

" Nor hope, love nor fear,

" Peace, peace is the watchword,

" The only one here."

We want to have the place congenial with the finest

sentiments of a most thoroughly cultivated taste—one that

shall say with Collins :

" When spring with dewy fingers cold,

" Returns to deck yon hallowed mould,

"She there shall dress a sweeter sod,

" Than fancies feet have ever trod."

In gratifying taste, order, beauty, security and perma

nence, in ornamenting the place where sleep the ashes of

our loved ones,—we are but indulging some of the holiest

impulses of the heart ; improving and refining its exer

cises ; all of which find a rich reward in their effects upon

the community, among whom we dwell, and by whose

kind hands we expect ere longto be carried out and buried.

Public and private taste demands that every village

and town should have a consecrated Cemeter}7, rural and

adorned—secluded from the noise and dust of busy

streets, inviting as a place of meditative resort—where

the citizen oppressed with sorrow—or the stranger jour

neying by the way, wearied with the toil of life—could

resort and find calm repose ; where the child could bend

unseen over the grave of her whose pains gave it birth—

and the parent could plant and water the flowers that

shall bloom in remembrance of former days—emblems of

the ever fresh and fragrant memory that now survives

the dear pledges of mutual love, that have gone to the

land of " the hereafter."

Cemeteries properly arranged serve to help us rever

ently to honor the dead—keep fresh the recollections of

their virtues, correct our estimate of their life's usefulness,
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reflect honor on ourselves, and bear unquestionable testi

mony . to the improvement of the purest taste, and the

feelings of our nature towards those

• " Whose dwelling God hath planted here in bliss."

A Cemetery is a place where all parties in society, can

meet in the exercise of mutual forgiveness, harmony and

love. It is the lap of a common Mother receiving into

one fond embrace all her children, however divided by

social positions, or the jarring controversies of the day.

Here peace ends the bitter strife of sectional jealousy,

and lifts our eager thoughts upwards and out beyond the

veil of oblivion, which forgetfulness casts over deeds and

peculiarities, which may have crushed and embittered

some of our purest and sweetest joys. The Cemetery is

nature's Commentary, in which are drawn out and descant

ed upon the inevitable destinies of man. It is a book

that may ever be read with impressiveness and profit. To

the cultivated and the rude, it is a faithful and true predic

tion of the unavoidable doom of our fallen race.

Taste, then, and every more generous sentiment of

humanity, calls to us saying, select some appropriate burial

place—let its natural beauties be aided by the cultivating

hand of the florist ; the classical designer; the architect

and engineer. Let marble come down from yon adjacent

mountains, and by the aid of the Sculptor, let it assume

forms of grace, beauty and loveliness; speaking to the

living hundreds of years hence, the undissembled lan

guage of the present generation, saying,—

" We dedicate this lovely place—

" To confident repose in God,

" And reverence for the dust of man."

Washington Irving pertinently asks—" Why should

we seek to clothe death with unnecessary terrors ; and to

spread horrors around the tombs of those we love ? The

grave should be surrounded by everything that might

inspire tenderness and veneration for the dead, or that

might win the living to virtue. It is the place not of

disgust and dismay, but of sorrow and meditation."

7
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Coleridge says,—" Nothing can make amends for the

want of soothing influences of nature, and for the absence

of those types of renovation and decay, which the fields

and woods offer to the notice of the serious and contem

plative mind. To feel the full force of this sentiment, let

a man only compare in imagination the unsightly man

ner in which monuments are crowded together in the

busy, noisy, unclean and almost grassless church yards of

a large town ; with the still seclusion of a cypress crowned

Cemetery."

Let us then henceforth adorn, guard and keep the

graves of our kindred—toiling on in every duty

" Until we end in dust,

" Our final rest and native home."—Milton.

Secondly.—Cemeteries exert a healthful moral influ

ence over the minds and hearts of the living.

Good taste, though not always associated with pure

morality, is so nearly allied to, and so highly conducive

of it, that we may well link them in wreathes, which we

love to twine with our memory for the dead.

I believe few persons in whose bosoms glow any sparks

of moral emotion, can visit a rural Cemetery, without

leaving it a humbler and better citizen, parent, friend,

kindred and man.

Among the refined Greeks and sturdy Romans, the dead

were buried beyond the walls of Towns and Cities, and

frequently by the road side, that visitors and passers by

might meditate upon the beauty of the monuments, and

the subject suggested by surrounding nature—trees and

wild flowers, or streams of running brooks, as they mean

dered murmuringly on towards courses suggestive of

"That vast Ocean on which

" We all must sail so soon."

How rich with lessons of mortality these sequestered

shades, groves and tomb-stones must become—generations

better than ours shall live to testify. The arresting and

very suggestive invitation, "pause traveller" which is

found chisseled on so many tombs, is an epitaph affectingly
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analagous to life as a, journey, ever onward and downward.

Of Death, as a sleep coming over the wayfarer. Of mis

fortune, as a storm beating mercilessly upon him here. Of

beauty, as a flower that regales for a moment and then,

passeth suddenly away. Of innocent pleasure, that soon

must be nipped and garnered. Of virtue, as a rock, resisting

ocean's dashing waves. Of hope, as a tree by the river

side, that is insensibly undermined by the very waters

that refreshed it. Or, of the Pine upon the mountains,

blasted by the bolt of that Heaven, towards which it

aspiringly lifts its towering top ;—or sweet memories and

joyful anticipations that come over us unwarned as the

breezes, or unbidden as the waters of some unlooked for

fountain.

Nature craves soothings when death is the subject of

her contemplations ; and the marble and shrubbery, are

richly suggestive of renovation and endurance, teaching

the living

" To read in nature, nature's God."

Deep toned moral sentiment alone finds kindred pre

cepts here ; and when in after years, visitors shall resort to

this hallowed spot of earth, they will realize, how appro

priate it will be to respond to our present transactions, by

saying,

Calm, o'er this death strewn field, how sweet

To come with friend, or muse alone ;

Or, twine with loved one smiling meet,

Around some gray memorial stone !

To stand upon these " Woodland" heights,

'Neath shade of old primeval trees,

Communing with yon brook in sight,

Inhaling " Cambridge Valley" breeze.

O ! when I die as die I must,

And my worn body seeks repose,

'Twould be my joy within this dust

To yield to death my last of foes.

For here I know the good shall lie,

Here will the Guardian Angels come,

Heralds of grand eternity,—

The ransomed sinners' joyful home.
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Then lay me here in native soil,

As child to mother, here I turn—

A wanderer long, mid life's turmoil,

Her bosom be my funeral urn.

Such, I doubt not, will be the feelings in many a breast

of Cambridge citizens, who have journeyed away from

this beautiful vale. They will return in later life, and

looking on this sweet place of final repose, will desire

within its sacred enclosures, finally and quietly, to rest

them in hope of a joyful resurrection at the last day.

The moral effect of this one burial place no one can

anticipate or describe. It will be alone more than sufficient

to repay the anxiety, expense and toil its respected

projectors have bestowed upon it, and will redound with

benefits untold, upon their children and their children's

children, even to the remotest generations.

Thirdly.—I consider public rural Cemeteries, adapted

to cherish and confirm right ideas of the sublime doctrines

of revelation, concerning the resurrection of die body, and

the immortality of the soul.

In this view of our subject, no thoughtful person will

treat with levity or profaneness, these flowery mazes,

where religious affection has consecrated a repose for their

venerated dead. Here in stone and gorgeous verdure,

they will read the truths of the everlasting Gospel, and

see written the sublimest hopes of a future, that intelligent

beings can cherish in their hearts.

The first inspired record we have of a rural Cemetery,

is in Genesis, xxxii, 1-20. Here is at least precedent,

sufficiently authoritative to command our imitation. In

its hoary rehearsal, how grandly looms up before us,

patriarchal politeness, majesty, taste and noble-mindedness.

In this transaction of olden times, Abraham and his

descendants have transmitted to posterity, a spirit and

example of self-respect and good taste, sound morality

and religious reverence, even to solicitude and great

expense, as connected with places where their sainted

dead should be buried. Says the venerable Father of the

faithful, this ancient friend of God, " Let us have the
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field and the cave which is therein ; and all the trees

that are in the field, and that are in the borders round

about, to be made sure for a possession of a burying

place." He obtained it, paid for it, and there buried

Sarah his wife. The purchase of this renowned Cemetery

is the oldest recorded sale of real estate the annals of our

world possess. It was a plot of ground ornamented by

nature, and for aught we know, by the flowery skill of

the refined Hebronites, and used by its new possessor as a

place of Sepulchre in the confident and blessed hope of a

joyful resurrection at the final day.

In almost all references that are made to the departure

of the ancients; Scripture speaks of them as falling on

sleep, going into a state of sleep, and being gathered to

their Fathers. Jesus calls death, a sleep ; and the resur

rection, a waking out of sleep. Speaking of his friend

who had died, he says in John 11, 11th, " Lazarus sleep-

eth, I go that I may awake him." The Greek word here

used is the one from which our word Cemetery is derived.

In other holy scriptures, the same word meaning sleep, is

used to describe the state of the dead. Good men of

olden times, and men of later days, looked on death as a

state of religious sleep, and the grave as a bed wherein

the body was resting, waiting the voice of the archangel

and the trump of God.

Job xiv, enquires, "If a man die shall he live again?

all the days of my appointed time will I wait till my

change come. Thou shalt call and I will answer thee :

thou wilt have a desire to the work of thy hands." xix,

he also says, " for I know that my Eedeemer liveth, and

that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth : and

though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my

flesh shall I see God : whom I shall see for myself, and

mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my

reins be consumed within me."

In almost all lands the dead are interred in some form

and with services, which bid the survivors look to the

fulfillment of a hope that the period will come when

" the earth and the sea shall give up their dead." The
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followers of 2'hales buried in water, which they believed

was the origin of all things and the destiny of man. The

disciples of Heraelitus, reared a high funeral pile, and

amid sacrifices and incense, burned their deceased, believ

ing the human soul to be a thing of flame, born and

cradled in fire. The Komans flung the rose upon the

grave, to shed its fragrance there, and emblemize the

spirit's ever blooming immortality. The Greeks planted

around their dead the amaranth and the myrtle, or built

their funeral pyres with sweet fuel, the evergreen trees,

the Cypress, the Fir, the Laryx and the Yew, expressive

of their confidence, that the bodies thus decaying and the

soul thus departed, were alike immortal, and would meet

together, and greet them again on eternity's shores.—

When their dead were being buried, they lifted their eyes

upward to the blue heaven, in evident token of an expec

ted reunion there.

The first Cemetery we read of in uninspired history

was in Egypt, on the borders of the lake Acherusia, a

name which signifies the last condition of man. On the

the nearest borders of this lake, a tribunal of Forty Judg

es sat, to enquire into the life and character of the de

ceased, and decide whether he should be carried beyond

the Lake and buried. If the deceased died insolvent, his

body was given to his creditors, in order to afford his

friends an opportunity to redeem it by paying his debts.

If his life had been immoral, his body was thrown into a

ditch called " Tartar" on account of the lamentations

this doom caused among his surviving friends.

In this Egyptian custom no doubt, the Grecian " Tarta

rus " had its origin. If the deceased were pronounced

worthy, announcement was made and echoed by the

applauses of spectators, in which his talents, virtues, ac

complishments, and all, except his rank and riches

were vociferously praised. After this his corpse was

carried across the Lake, a small fee being given to the ferry

man,—when it was buried in the place of its rest, the Cem

etery of Lake "Acherusia." We here plainly recognize

the original of the Greek Mythology, as illustrated in
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Charon, his boat, his ferry money, and the Elysian

Fields,—the word Elysium indicating the abode of the

pious after death. A heathen mode of expressing their

ideas of a state of immortality, upon which their departed

entered, when they went out of this into another world.

The custom of embalming, we presume originated in

the belief, that the spirit departed, would ere long come

again, and reinhabit the body it had left behind.

Along the margin of the overflowing river of Death,

reason has ever been busy erecting her dim lights, show

ing her strugling innate assurance of the resurrection of

the dead and the soul's immortality. If this were all the

light we had upon the important mystery, the light that

is in us would be darkness, and how great would be that

darkness !

Addison's address to Plato, is a fine classical expression

of the origin and nature of the struggles of the soul in

her breathings after eternal existence, he says—

" Plato tliou reasoneth well,

Else why this pleasing hope, this fond desire,

This longing after immortality f

Or whence this dread of inward horror

Of falling into naught ? Why shrink the soul ?

Back on herself and startles at destruction?

'Tis the Divinity that stirs within us,

'Tis Heaven itself, that points out an hereafter

And intimates eternity to man."

Eespected friends, we are here to-day, happily, not

merely shaded by ancient fable, or chained down to cold

granite reason, for the causes why we indulge in immortal

hope, and desire to place our friends in a grave seemly

expressive of our strong belief that they sleep, and shall

rise again. We are here united in our christian faith,

that it is not with us " a thing incredible that God should

raise the dead."

Now, since we are accustomed to make our couches on

which we repose for the night, with taste and in comfort,

and even luxury,—so we will prepare this gravelly couch

in neatness, order and taste, for a place whereon we, our
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companions, littie ones, and strangers, after the battles of

time may wrap the drapery of our couch around us, and

lie down to pleasant dreams. Where survivors may say

of us, " after life's fitful fever they sleep well."

It well and surely becomes us in pensive musings, on

the balmy sod, beneath which some of us must lie our

selves, or deposit our cherished ones in religious tranquil

ity,—to sympathize with the deeper solemnity and holier

repose, which nature flings over this henceforth consecra

ted spot.

A suitable burying place is a soothing resort for the

wearied spirit in life's too fretful career. Job speaks of it

as a refuge from the world's rough hauntings. " There

the wicked cease from troubling and the weary are at

rest."

How beautiful our reflections may become as we stand

over and amid the graves of our garnered ones. Their

hearts so still and tranquil now, were once agitated as

much as ours are. Their heads once domes of busy

thought, now calmly lie on undisturbed pillows. Their

frames were often weary with activity. Their eyes once

saw, were delighted, wept bitter and sweet tears, then

grew dim, and their light went out. Their hearts beat

with alternate joy and grief, as ours now do. They stood

perhaps in some lone grave yard of former years, and felt

as we now feel, looking upon the surrounding graves of

former generations. How well it becomes us here to-day,

to bear in mind, that after a few more years, another

generation will stand in ihis beautiful enclosure, and we

shall be in our graves, here or somewhere else. Shall

survivors weep over us as the good departed, to a land of

love and rest ? Or, will we so carelessly live as to be

queath to them a bitter doubt, and fear, that at the best

we have only left to them the dubitable sentiment

which says,

" Dying is nothing, but 'tis this I fear,

" To be I know not viliat, I know not where."
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As our minds now commune with Cemeteries, burials

and funeral customs of former times ; we can but revert

to the past in our own varied histories. We have each of

us, in some place visited the stranger's tomb, where no

daisy blooms, that friendly hands have planted. No

Cypress hangs down its mournful branches. No broken

heart there weeps its bitter sorrows. We have also seen

the neat Sepulchral stone, with its close trimmed grass and

fresh trained flowers, clustering their mild beauty around

the brow of death. We have seen the proud monumental

pile, and read too oft the lying epitaph—the chisseled

records of ancestral rank and daring deeds, or the proud

Mausoleum, more like a palace for the regal living than

a resting place for neglected and forgotten bones. We

have seen the Parian Marble gleam its virgin whiteness,

and the sculptor's noble effigies almost breathing in rigid

stone. But what alas of sorrow, or of joy, have we to

say of the silent sleepers lying in dust beneath, but

that,—

" The storm which wrecks the wintry sky,

" No more disturbs their deep repose,

" Than summer evenings latest sigh,

"When shuts the rose."

0, it is only in the Christians burial place, in its sacred

solitudes, that we can love to walk and invigorate our

meditative spirits

" Breathing fresh beauty, amid the gloom of graves."

We have seen that ancient and even heathen nations

had dim conceptions of the indestructibility of matter,

the resurrection of the body and the immortality of the

soul. Also, that they reverently respected the ashes of

their dead, and prepared at much cost and labor, the

places in which they deposited their long treasured dust.

We have also seen that most ancient people on the earth,

who were enlightened by inspiration, and animated by

true religion ; secured for their honored dead, fields which

nature had adorned with hill and dale, brook and shrub

bery, trees and flowers, and there deposited their ashes

8
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in peaceful, hopeful slumbers. These ancient burial pla

ces were named by words significant of the last condition

of man ; or one where the sleeper in Jesus was borne

to a place of rest and undisturbed repose.

Refined Scottish genius has told us, it was the pious

enthusiasm of Old Mortality, to revisit the graves of his

countries Cameronian Martyrs, and freshen the records of

their iron virtues, their sufferings and glorious death, by

chisseling anew their names, and the inscriptions on their

tomb stones,—-which told of deeds of daring done in

fighting for Christ's crown and covenant. Forty years his

pilgrimage was performed from grave yard to grave yard,

and when his eye rested on memorials of those who had

virtuously lived and bravely died, which time with ever

effacing fingers, was obliterating; his humble industry and

busy skill promptly arrested oblivion, by cutting anew

and deeper the letters in the stones that preserved their

merited epitaph.

Such be our mission now. We will respectfully bury

in this well chosen spot of henceforth consecrated earth,

such as live virtuously, die worthily, and sleep " waiting

for the redemption of the body." On the memorial stone

that keeps their names, the engraver shall trace the record

of their deeds, and long as marble lasts, shall tell to pass

ing generations how sacredly we cherished their living

excellencies, and when they left us ; how truthfully we

aimed to perpetuate their just meed of praise. "So will

we tell it to the generations following." In thus making

their decent graves, and inscribing their epitaph ; we say

to the sleeper beneath, in the language of victorious faith

in God's beloved Son,

" Rest weary dust, lie here an hour,

" Ere long like blossoms from the sod,

"Thou shalt come forth a glorious flower,

" Fit for the eye of God."—Bonar.

Who of us, my beloved friends, would not rather sleep

at last where the moonbeams convert into diamonds, the

dew-drops of the evenings as they nestle on the buds of

roses, and where the wild winds wake the fragrance of
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blossoms, which affections hands have planted, than to

moulder in forgetfulness, to which the unexplored cham

bers of the Pyramids have doomed their unnamed occu

pants ?

Our greatest desire, however, should be so to live among

men, kindred and friends, that in burying us here or

elsewhere, they may do so in the blessed assurance, that

having lived in the Lord, so have we died in Him, and

our mouldering forms are committed by them to our

mother earth, in the exulting hope that we shall have part

in the first resurrection at the last day ; for over such the

second death hath no power.

It was both affecting and soothing to my young mind,

many years since, to visit on Long Island, the grave of

my venerable grandfather Elisha Gillette, who for more

than sixty years was a minister of Christ, and to find

written on his tomb-stone these triumphant words of Dr.

Young,—words the good old man quoted,—expressive of

his sublime faith, in the sermon he delivered the day

before he died, aged eighty-six years,—

" An ADgel's arm can't raise me from the grave.

" Legions of Angels can't confine me there."

My respected friends, may we all so live, that when the

summons comes, we may say, " I am now ready to be

offered, and the time of my departure is at hand ; I have

fought the good fight, I have kept the faith ; henceforth

there is laid up for me, a crown of glory, which the Lord,

the righteous Judge shall give unto me in that day, and

not to me only, but to all those who love his appearing.

The sting of death is sin, the strength of sin is the Law,

but thanks be to God who giveth us the victory through

our Lord Jesus Christ. 0, grave where is thy victory?

0 death where is thy sting ? "

Jesus says : "I am the resurrection and the life; he

that believeth on me though he were dead, yet shall he

live ; and whoso liveth and believeth on me, shall never

die."

" The good man passes, not expires."
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How peaceful sleep the Christian dead?

On Jesus breast they lean their head,

Sleeping they lie where Jesus slept

While Angel guards his body kept.

In Joseph's new made garden tomb,

With no effects of mould or gloom,

Mid verdure gay his body lies,

His Spirit saved in Paradise.

0 I bury me not in crowded grave

Where slime and weeds, my tomb surround

O'er which no green trees leaf shall wave,

Nor murmuring brooklets ripples sound.

But bury me near the pious dead,

Among them make my final bed,

Not in some roseless, cold damp cave

But mid gravel and green be my quiet grave.

Here may my " dust return to dust,"

Reposing in hope with all the just,

To see the morn of glory break

When all who sleep in Christ shall wake.

Bury me on some green hill side,

Where spreading branches shade afar,

And my turf bed may smiled on be

By evening's twilight star.

With flowers, bedeck the grassy sod

Over me wave their fragrant breath,

In tones of faith and hope in God

Who giveth me victory over death.

My respected fellow townsmen, our pleasant impressive

duty of dedicating these beautiful grounds, as a place of

choice repose to our lamented dead is almost done. We

verily believe the all-wise Creator rounded up these adjacent

hills, and hollowed out these grassy vallies, and created

this very wooded field in which we now so reverently

stand, on purpose that we might here religiously, dedicate

a Cemetery to Him, and the relics of those who in the

ordinary course of his Providence, should here find at last

a narrow house in which to lie entombed.
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Our gracious Sovereign has recently called out of this

world the spirits of four recently married wives, respected

citizens of this vicinity. Two of whom were happy

mothers of their first born babes, meet pledges of mutual

love, now sleeping on the bosoms that so early bore them.

You dear friends knew and loved these young wives and

mothers, in their girlhood days,—when their eyes were

bright with intelligence and their hearts were warm with

virtuous youthful love. You saw their budding woman

hood. You now mourn their early unlooked for depar

ture. Their spirits you doubt not, have found rest in the

bosom of their Saviour and God. You, and their bereft

husbands will oft visit these green clad hillocks, that here

cover their throbless bosoms, and drop your tears over

their mouldering caskets, not doubting but their souls are

with their Lord the Lamb.

"Though the Angel has a cold embrace,

" "Tis mild and soft and sweet."

0 ! as we now utter our fond " Adieu," let us all and

each resolve, by divine assistance, so to live ourselves,

that our surviving friends, may have sweet hopes of us

at our departure, that we have gone to be forever with the

Lord.

" Jesus the vision of thy face,

"Hath overpowering charms,

" Scarce shall I feel deaths cold embrace ;

" If Christ be in my aims."



A LIST

OF THE

LOT-HOLDERS

I N

WOODLANDS CEMETERY,

TO DECEMBER 6, 1858.

SECTION B.

Names. No. ok Lot.

Josiah Dunton, 4

Roswell Rice, 7

Merritt Hurd, 11

Wm. J. Edmiston, 12

Wm. J. Graham. 13

Wm. P. Robertson, 35

James L. Robertson, 36

Thomas Skellie, 37

Miss Eleanor Robertson, - - - South half, 38

George Robertson, 2d, - - North half, 38

John Russell, 45

OelDay, 51, 52

Ira J. Seeley, 65, 67

Isaac Duel, 120, 122

John A. Austin, 121

N. F. Park, 1 Lot,

SECTION C.

Cyrus S. Robinson, ..... 8

John G. Walker, 9

William Ashton, 23, 24

Anderson Simpson, - - 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 35, 36



59

Names. No. of Lot.

Kobert A. Simpson, 25, 27

Mrs. Betsey Moore, 29

Mrs. Rachel Cowan, 31

Jonathan Warner, S3

Thomas Ellis, 37

James Ellis, 39

Timothy Carpenter, 41

Harvey Carpenter, 42

Eichard Barton, 49

Henry 0. Barton, 50

Mial P. Barton, 2d, ..... 51

James McKie, 52, 53

James Gilchrist, , 14, 16

Gottfied Bock, M. D., .... 13

SECTION D.

William Lawrence, ) ... 20

De Witt C. Brown, j

SECTION F.

Ahira Eldredge, 11, 12

Ahira Eldredge, Jr. .... - 7

William Eldredge, 8

Henry D. Rice, 15, 16

Martin D. Hubbard, - - - "West half, 104

John Hubbard, - - - East half, 104

Gerritt W. Wilcox, 13, 14

William McMillan, 69, 70

John McMillan, 71, 73

Morrison McMillan, ----- 72

James E. Small, 74, 76

John Robertson, '8

Lewis Nicholson, 2 Lots. -

B. W. Walkley, 87, 89

Calvin Skinner, 91

Mrs. Lucy Cook, 105

Rev. I. O. Fillmore, 107

John E. May, M. D., - - 108

Charles W. Gilbert, ----- 109
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SECTION G.

Names. No. of Lot.

Oscar F. Culver, 19

Azor Culver, ...... 17

John M. Stevenson, 21, 23, 24, North half; 20,

22, South i; 41, 43, 45, East £; 8

Estate of Wm. Stevenson, 42, 44, South half, 46,

North two-thirds, 41, 43, 45

Jane McNeil, - North half, 46

Wm. Stevenson, Jr., North two-thirds, 47, 49,

51, South half, 48, 50, 52

L. W. Kennedy, M. D., North half, 48, 50, 52

Rev. J. G. Smart, 25, 26, South one-third, 47, 49, 51

Eev. E. H. Newton, South half, 20, 22

Thomas Comstock, 55, 56

Asaph E. Warner, ) _ _ ^ ^ 7Q

Solomon W. Warner, )

Henry C. Gray, M. D., 71, 73

SECTION H.

E. Niles Rice, 2, 3

Luther Smead, ...... 6

Rev. Jonas Phillips, 13, 14

Moses Walker, 15, 17

James Woodell, 16

William W. Curtis, 18

Mrs. Cornelia M. Howe, 25, 26

D. M. Westfall, 29

Samuel Gilmore, 27, 28

Martin Gilmore, 30, 32

Harvey R. Eldridge 37

Stephen P. Starr, 38

Hiram H. Lovejoy, 39, 40

Elisha E. Lee, 42, 44

Joseph Volentine, 50

Horace Volentine, ..... 54.

Mrs. Lydia A. Volentine. 51

Freeman A. Fuller, 52, 53

James Coulter, .... West half, 67, 68

James Coulter, 2d, 70, East half, 67, 68
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Names. No. or Lot.

William S. Warner, - - - West half, 65, 66

Thomas S. Green, - - - 69, East half, 65, 66

James W. Ashton, 82

David G. Ashton, 83

Elisha Billings, 84, 85

Peter P. Billings, 102

Henry Billings, 103

Oren Kellogg, 86, 88

William Thompson, 87

James Thompson, 89, 91, 93

George McGeoch, 104, 105

Peter Hill, 106. 108, 110

Julius Collins, - - - 107, West half, 109

James Woodward, - - - 111, East half, 109

Isaac Ashton, - - - - - - 121, 123

Miss Jane Steel, 126

Eev. Alexander Bullions' D. D. Estate, - 125

Mrs. Eliza M. Kelson, .... 124

Eev. David G. Bullions, - 127, West half 129

William McClellan, - - 131, East half 129

E. B. Hoyt, 140, 141

A. S. Noble, 142, 143

William E. Eobertson, .... 144

J. Stewart Eobertson, .... - 146

Alexander Eobertson, - - - -. 148

John Eobertson, 2d, 150

George Eobertson, 145, 147

Estate of James Woods, .... 149

John J. Green, 151

Mrs. Margaret Green, 154

Mrs. Eliza Shiland, 155

James Lourie, 156

John Shiland, 159

William Shiland, 161

Mrs. Sarah M. Woods, 163

Thomas Shiland, 165, 166

William Stevenson, M. D., - - 157, 158
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Names.
No. of Lot.

Mrs. Jane Eobertson,

Zerah Eider,

Zerah Eider, Jr.,

George E. Law, 1 Lot.

160

168

170

SECTION J.

Nelson E. Simpson,

Benjamin Crocker,

E. King Crocker,

B. Porter Crocker,

98, 111

99

112

113

B. F. MoNitt, )

T. H. Walker, j 114

Eev. A. D. Gillette, D. L\, .... 52, 54

Josephus Brockway, ) ^

W. W. Brockway, j

A lithograph map of the Cemetery, shewing the lots,

walks and avenues, has been published, which can be

procured of the Treasurer, B. P. CEOCKBE, Esq.





 







 





 



 


